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received the highest intellectual culture then
existing, from literature,   from the fine arts,
from social intercourse., and from the drama.
To such a height was mental refinement carried
among them, that the tragedies and the orations
listened   to   by what we   call  the Athenian
populace, are too severe and stately wholly to
please the literary classes in modern society.
Athens might as justly be called an academy as
a nation, and the Athenian government was as
far from being a democracy as an aristocracy
in the modern sense of the word.    Where the
territory is small, where every man is educated
and redeemed from servile labour, and where
external relations are such as to cause at once
emulation and anxiety, there upon each citizen
his country has set her seal, and he may fitly be
entrusted with the charge of her safety.

About' five o'clock In the evening I was
suddenly roused from my reveries by a loud
exclamation from my servant, who clasped his
hands in dismay, and wrung them in wrath,
crying out, wSanta Maria! ecco, per Bacco, il